
  
University of Florida Block and Bridle Club 

General Meeting 

ANS 156 –1/17/2017 
 

Meeting Called to Order- 7:00 PM 

Erin Jones Motions to Approve the Minutes  

Sam Dailey seconded the motion. 

Motion passes.  

I. Officer Introductions & Welcome for New Members  
President: Erin Jones 

Vice President: Eden Miller 

Secretary: Rebekka Brown 

Treasurer: Sarah Orrell  

Reporter: Sam Dailey  

II. Old Business 

 Clay County Clinic 
 Several members travled to Clay County to help with their showman ship clinic. They helped teach 

4-H members beef showmanship skills in addition to selling $50 worth of merchandise for the club.  

 UF Livestock Judging Clinic  
 Erin, Eden, and Sarah Orrell helped with set up at the Judging clinic and sold approximately $917 in 

merchandise and sold the last of the Richardson hats.  
 The club will be doing a re-order of hats. To place an order use the link listed on the Block 

and Bridle Facebook page. The deadline to place an order will be Saturday, January 20th.  
 FCA Membership  

 FCA stands for the Florida Cattlemen’s Association. FCA does a lot for the club and helped secure 

the federal funds that are being used to build the new Beef Teaching Unit. In return we need to show 

our support for them by having Block and Bridle members who are also FCA members. The more 

Block and Bridle members recruited means we have a better chance at winning a new squeeze shoot 

that FCA is raffling off for a membership recruitment contest.  Membership costs though Block and 

Bridle will be $55 dollars.  

 Unfortunately county FCA membership cannot be transferred to a Block and Bridle FCA 

membership, members must join through Block and Bridle.  

 Jorge Rojas is the current FCA recruitment chair, if interested in joining, please contact him at 

jorgierojas17@gmail.com  

III. New Business  
 Social Event 

 The club will plan on having a social at Lake Wahlberg. UF students can bring Santa Fe students as 

a guest, or Santa Fe students employed at UF can also gain entrance with a gator 1 ID.  The club will 

plan it for later in the semester.  

 New Member BBQ – Jan. 31st @ HTU 

 The spring New Member BBQ will be held at the HTU on January 31st at 7 PM in conjunction with 

Gator Collegiate Cattlewomen’s New Member BBQ.  

 Old Members please bring a side dish, Cattlewomen will bring a dessert.  



 

 National Cattlemen’s Convention- Feb. 1st-3rd Nashville, TN 

 Block and Bridle will be sending 11 members to attend the NCBA National Convention in 

Nashville, TN. We will leave the HTU, Wednesday, February 1st, at 5AM and return Saturday, 

Febuary 4th. During this trip, members will have the opportunity to tour operations such as Lake 

Majestic, Tennessee River Music, and High Point Genetics, in addition to attending the NCBA 

Tradeshow, exploring Nashville, and networking with industry leaders. The club will cover travel 

and hotel costs, and the tradeshow, however, if members wish to participate in other NCBA events, 

they must pay for it themselves.  

 Rotary Discovery Fest- Feb. 11th Ocala, FL 

 Rotary Fest is a daylong festival in Ocala Florida that helps connect people with agricultural 

producers and learn about Florida’s past and present ranchers. It also features a cattle drive down 

Main Street.  

 Help will be needed setting up and running the Block and Bridle booth and setting up roping 

dummies for festival goers to enjoy.  

 State Fair Day- Feb. 9th- 20th  

 Help will be needed with the state judging contests. Block and Bridle members will be needed to 

help with contest set up and serve as group leaders.  

 Boots on the Hill- Mar. 13th- 15th Tallahassee ,FL 

 Every year Block and Bridle sends members to Boots on the Hill, which occurs at the state capitol in 

Tallahassee. This is an important opportunity to meet local producers and advocate on behalf of the 

University and the agricultural industry. The club is planning on sending 8 people and will take 

signups after the new member BBQ.  

 UF Ropin’ in the Swamp- Mar. 25th HTU  

 Ropin’ in the Swamp is the main fundraiser for Block and Bridle, held annually in the spring. It is a 

team roping event and people come from all over the southeast to compete. 

 The club will need volunteers to help in all areas the day of the roping, tasks include everything from 

working the money table and concessions to stripping steers and selling merchandise.  

 The funds generated from this event provide us with the ability to take trips, industry tours, and send 

people to conventions.  

 Already have 2 sponsorships for a total of $4,500 raised, but we need much more. 

Sponsorships are what allow us to put on this event and it is up to members to solicit them. 

 To encourage more sponsorships the club will award prizes to randomly selected members that bring 

in sponsorships. For each sponsorship a member earns, they will have a ticket in a drawing. If the 

club gets 10 sponsorships, we will draw 3 members, and they will get to pick an item out of a tack 

magazine. If the club gets more than 10 sponsorships, we will draw 5 names.  

 Sam Sullo has placed an order for Martin Saddles and Breast Collars for RITS awards, which adds 

up to $7,000 in awards, in addition to the $800 for buckles.  

 Sam Sullo motions to approve a $5,000 dollar budget for awards, seconded by Jorge Rojas, 

motion opened for discussion. A budget needs to be approved in case not enough 

sponsorships are earned to pay for the remaining awards. Motion passes awards budget set 

for $5,000.  

 Ray Kempfer Memorial Skeet Shoot- Apr. 15th OK Corral, Okeechobee, FL 
- Every year Block and Bridle hosts a skeet shoot in honor of a Ray Kempfer, a past president of 

Block and Bridle. All proceeds go into a scholarship fund that is awarded to selected animal 

science students.  

- Sam Dailey will need $500 as a security deposit to reserve our date at OK Corral. 

 Jorge Rojas motions to approve $500 deposit for OK Corral, Seconded by Brain Portal, 

motion passes.  

III. Announcements  



 Suggestion Box 

- The club has started a suggestion box for members to comment on any improvements we might 

make to the meetings, suggest potential speakers, tours, or social activities.  

 ACHA Convention (American Collegiate Horseman’s Association)- Apr. 13th-15th  Lexington, KY.  

- Addison Murphy announced that registration for the ACHA National Convention is now open. 

Last year it was held in Stillwater, OK, and Block and Bridle sent several members.  

- Registration is $225 per person and applications are due by March 15th. There is the potential to 

register late, but the price will increase to $250 per person.  

- During convention, individuals get to interact with various leaders in the equine industry, take 

industry tours, and attend mixers to network with fellow students from across the country. There 

will also be the opportunity to sit in on ACHA board and vote on various issues affecting the 

equine industry. 

- For more information, please contact Addison Murphy.  

 Industry Rep. Application 
- Each semester Block and Bridle appoints representatives to act as liaisons between the beef, 

equine, meat, and dairy industries and the club.  

- Representatives will be in charge of keeping the club updated with industry news and events, 

organizing industry tours and speakers (preferably organizing at least 2 industry tours, or 2 

speakers, or one speaker and tour per semester).  

- Erin Jones is in charge of applications, if interested please contact her to apply. Applications 

will be due January 27th and representatives will be selected by the officer team before the new 

member BBQ on the 31st.  

 

Erin Jones Motions to adjourn the meeting 

Motion Seconded by Jorge Rojas  

Motion Passes, Meeting Adjourned: 8:02 PM 

 

Important Dates  

 New Member BBQ- Jan. 31st  

 NCBA- Feb. 1st-3rd  

 Dairy Science AI School- Feb. 3rd-5th  

 Florida State Fair- Feb. 9th-20th  

 Rotary Discovery Fest- Feb. 11th  

 Boots on the Hill- Mar.13th-15th  

 Ropin’ in the Swamp- Mar. 25th  

 National Block and Bridle Convention- Mar. 31st- April 3rd  

 Ray Kempfer Shoot- Apr. 15th  

 ANS Spring Banquet- Apr. 21st  
  


