
  
University of Florida Block and Bridle Club 

General Meeting 

ANS 156 –2/7/2017 
 

Meeting Called to Order- 7:05 PM 

Courtney McCreary Motions to Approve the Minutes  

Eden Miller seconded the motion. 

Motion passes.  

I. Treasure’s Report- Sarah Orrell  

 After NCBA the club has approximately $17,000 in savings and $17,600 in checking.  

II. Industry Committees  

 Dairy: Victoria Roe- The biggest news affecting the dairy industry is Trump’s new trade deal 

which will affect exports and imports.  
 Equine: Nicole Nelson- The biggest issue facing the equine industry is the problem of unwanted 

horses. Due to recent legislation, horse slaughter is illegal in the U.S., so a lot of unwanted horse 

are being abandoned or  exported to slaughter houses in Canada and Mexico 

III. Old Business  
 New Member BBQ 

Thank you to all of our old members that brought desserts and sides and to all of our new 

members!  

 NCBA Convention 
A group of 11 Block and Bridle members attended the 2017 NCBA Convention in Nashville, 

TN. During their trip they were able to network with industry personnel at the massive NCBA 

tradeshow, take industry tours at Lake Majestik Farms, Look Out Mountain Genetics, and 

Tennessee River Music; they also got to explore Nashville and visit the Country Music Hall of 

Fame and the Grand Ole Opry for a concert!  

IV. New Business  
 Florida State Fair Livestock Judging Contest- Feb. 11th  

- 20 members have signed up to help with the state judging contest. Members will serve as 

ring help and group leaders, afterwards they will have free fair admission. 

-  The contest will start at 8am and end around noon, so the club will plan on leaving from the 

HTU at 5:30 or 6:00am, more details will be announced by Friday.  

- Members can drive themselves if they wish, but if they require transportation they will need 

to notify the club so we know how many vans we will need to take.  

 Rotary Discovery Fest- Feb. 11th @ Ocala, FL 
- Rotary Fest is a daylong festival in Ocala, Florida that helps connect people with agricultural 

producers and learn about Florida’s past and present ranchers. It also features a cattle drive 

down Main Street.  

- Help will be needed setting up and running the Block and Bridle booth and setting up roping 

dummies for festival goers to enjoy.  

 FCA Membership  

- FCA stands for the Florida Cattlemen’s Association. FCA does a lot for the club and helped 

secure the federal funds that are being used to build the new Beef Teaching Unit. FCA is 



currently holding a contest, and the chapter that recruits the most new members will win a 

squeeze shoot.  

- Membership costs $55 dollars, annually, as a Block and Bridle member. Members will 

receive a monthly magazine and be able to attend Alachua County Cattlemen’s meetings.  

- The club currently has 11 new FCA members and to win the shoot we will need at least 15.  

If interested in joining please contact, Jorge Rojas, current FCA recruitment chair for Block 

and Bridle, at jorgierojas17@gmail.com  

 UF Ropin’ in the Swamp- Mar. 25th @ HTU  

- Ropin’ in the Swamp is the main fundraiser for Block and Bridle, held annually in the spring. 

It is a team roping event and people come from all over the southeast to compete. 

- The club needs sponsorships to pay for the event, we currently have $5,350 and our goal is to 

raise $8000 to pay for saddles, buckles, and breast plates.  

- For every sponsorship a member earns they will receive a ticket to be entered into a drawing, 

if selected they will get to order an item out of a tack magazine. If we get 10 sponsors, 3 

names will be pulled out of a hat.  

- This will be an all-day event, and help will be needed in all areas, from set up and take down 

to stripping and pushing steers, to working the concession stand.  

- Anne Sheerin has agreed to serve as food chair for RITS and will organize the concession 

stand.   

- The club will be taking a pre-order for RITS shirts. If you plan on working at RITS you 

should order a shirt. They will cost $15, and the deadline to order is Feb 24th, family 

and friends can also be included with a club member’s order.   

 Ray Kempfer Clay  Shoot- Apr. 15th OK Corral, Okeechobee, FL 
- The Clay Shoot is held in honor of a past Block and Bridle president and all funds go towards 

a scholarship for UF students.  

- Members are needed to help run shooting stations and sell merchandise.  

- Eden Miller asks for motion to approve a $1,500 budget to purchase a shotgun to raffle off at 

the event.  

 Motion by Jorgie Rojas, Seconded by Angel Hernandez, motion is open for 

discussion.   

 In the previous year, the club has bought a 2015 Browning shotgun for $1,200 and 

sold $3,420 dollars in tickets.  

 To decide on a final budget Eden Miller will bring in photos of potential guns both in 

and above the $1,500 price range and the club will then vote to approve a budget at 

the next meeting (Feb 21st) 

V. Announcements  
 Applications to attend the 2017 Block and Bridle National Convention & the 2017 ACHA National 

Convention are due this Friday (Feb 10th). Currently there are no applications and both of these 

conventions are great opportunities to travel, meet new people, network with industry personnel, and 

learn more about the agricultural industry through tours and breakout sessions. Please contact Erin 

Jones, if you are interested in applying.  

 GCCW Fundraiser Night at Blaze Pizza (Feb 21st 7-10pm): Join Gator Collegiate Cattlewomen after 

our next BnB meeting at Blaze Pizza! GCCW needs at least 50 people to show up, so bring your friends! 

 Sigma Alpha Corn Hole Tournament (March 31st @ Flavet Field, Tentatively)-All proceeds will go 

to the Gary Lee Memorial Scholarship. Teams are needed to compete, two people can be on a team and 

entry costs are $15, there will be various prizes. Please contact Sarah Orrell for more information.  

 Scrapbook- Reporter, Sam Dailey will need help finishing the Block and Bridle scrapbook before 

national convention in March, If interested please continue to watch social media & email for an 

opportunity to help.  

 2018 Block and Bridle National Convention Committee Meeting- Feb 14th @ 7PM  



 Merchandise Orders: Another order for Richardson Hats will be placed and the club will be doing an 

order before the Kempfer Clay Shoot for shirts. Members can also personally order shirts from Campus 

outfitters. 

 

Eden Miller Motions to adjourn the meeting 

Motion Seconded by Sarah Orrell 

Motion Passes, Meeting Adjourned: 8:00PM 

 

Important Dates  

 Florida State Fair Judging Contest- Feb. 11th  

 Block and Bridle National Convention Committee Meeting- Feb. 14th @ 7PM  

 Rotary Discovery Fest- Feb. 11th  

 Boots on the Hill- Mar.13th-15th  

 Ropin’ in the Swamp- Mar. 25th  

 National Block and Bridle Convention- Mar. 31st- April 3rd  

 Ray Kempfer Shoot- Apr. 15th  

 ANS Spring Banquet- Apr. 21st  


